1?2                      INDIA STRUGGLES FOR FREEDOM

carried out a one-day pol'tieai strike against the war and the repressive
measures of imperialism. This was the first :mass str'ke a.^aimt the
war in any of the countries involved in it. Similar striken were orga-
nised in Jubbulpore and ofchar towns and testified to the fundamental
maturity of the Indian working class. At the close of the historic
strike, thousands of Bombay workers assembling in the Kamgar
Maidan proclaimed:

"This meeting declares its solidarity with the international working
class and the peoples of the world, who are being dragged into the
most destructive war by the impsrialist pDivers. The meeting regards
the present war as a challenge to the international solidarity of the
working class and declares that it is the task of the workers and
peoples of the different countries to defeat this imperialist conspiracy
against humanity."3

The working class, pre-eminently, was throwing out a challenge
to the whole system of imperialism. Confident of the strength that
is born of indefeasible international fraternity, it was giving, for the
first time, a rousing lead to the country. Congress's protest against
India's compulsory involvement in the war was disregarded ; the
Congress then resigned provincial office and protested again, but did
nothing more lest it should "embarrass" the British, for it was
infraction of the philosophy of non-violence, the fantastic argument
ran, if Britain's extremity was regarded as India's opportunity.
"Congress Socialist" leaders voiced radical sentiments, yet gyrated
happily with the chariot-wheels of Gandhism. M. N. Roy, inter-
national specialist in disruption and ideological acrobatics, went over
with his tiny following to the camp of imperialism, tried to break-up
trade union unity, and lisped distorted Marxism to justify support to
the bureaucracy and slander of our patriots. Subhas Bose's undoing
was an incapacity to take an impersonal, scientific view of the develop-
ing social context. The Communist Party, hunted and illegal, was a
widely growing force and was indubitably the vanguard of the work-
ing class in Bombay and other main centres; its formulation of the
"proletarian path " of mass struggle against imperialist war was the
only positive lead before the country, but it was still small in number
and its voice hardly reached to the ends of the land.

India's dignity found vibrant expression in the resolutions of the
Congress Working Committee, but unfortunately, little was done to
enlist the people in the struggle against imperialism. Hopes of a
compromise still lingered, and when, after April 1940, the European
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